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Do something about child abuse answers. 
 
 

Answers 
 
1. The first person a child tells about abuse is called the “outcry witness”  True 

The first adult (18 years or older) a child (12 years or younger) discloses to is called the 
"outcry witness" and may have an especially important role to play in subsequent legal 
proceedings. 

 
2. If a child tells me he or she has been abused I should interview him or her. False 
It is appropriate to ask the child a few questions to see if there is a simple explanation for 
suspicious-looking marks or injuries. Your role is not to interview the child but to listen 
and report to the appropriate authorities, who will then investigate. Try to use open-ended 
questions like "How did that happen?" rather than leading questions like "Did someone 
hit you?" or "Did Mommy [Daddy] burn you?" Questions should be age-appropriate in 
both vocabulary and meaning. Young children are easily misled or confused; they may 
not understand the implications of what you or they themselves say about abuse 
 
3. I should help the child understand that they didn’t do anything wrong and the person 

who did it is a bad person.  False 
Although you may tell a child that the abuse was wrong, do not say that the person 
responsible for the abuse is bad. The abuser is often someone to whom the child is 
strongly attached. 
 
4. I don’t need to report child abuse because I don’t work in a child care facility or 

school.  False  
Anyone "having cause to believe that a child's physical or mental health or welfare has 
been or may be adversely affected by abuse or neglect" must report the case immediately 
to a law enforcement agency or to the Texas Department of Protective and Regulatory 
Services, under Chapter 261 of the Texas Family Code. 
 
5. If I call Child Protective Services and report abuse they will always call me back and 

give me updates on the status of the case  False  

CPS may inform a person who reports child abuse about the status of the resulting 
investigation, if any. 

If the person reporting receives no information on the status of the case, s/he may call 
Child Protective Services and request the information. The information made available to 
the reporter will be limited, however 
 
6. There really isn’t anything I can do to prevent child abuse.  False  

Any concerned adult can help out on an individual basis by supporting the parents and 
families they know -- lending a sympathetic ear, recommending parenting classes, or 
babysitting from time to time.  



St. Gabriel the Archangel Catholic Community 
Safe Environment Program Continuing Education 

Option 2 What we can do about child abuse? 

2  

 
7. I don’t need to report to Child Protective Services if my own child is being abused.  

False  
A child's parent or guardian has a legal obligation to protect the child. Anyone who 
permits his or her child to be in a situation where s/he may be harmed may be prosecuted 
for child abuse. 

 
8. Child Protective Services will always remove the child from their home and put them 

in a foster home.  False  
If it is determined that the child can safely remain in the home despite a risk of 
maltreatment, CPS offers services to preserve the family while reducing the risk of 
maltreatment or neglect. If the child cannot safely remain in the home, the family may 
voluntarily place the child with a relative, or else the child may be placed in substitute 
care with a foster family. During this period, CPS works toward reunification of the 
family or a permanent placement outside the home. 

 
9. Children can be taught to protect themselves to some extent.  True  

Children should be taught at an early age that there are certain places on their bodies that 
no one should touch. Children need to learn to trust their own instincts and to assert their 
rights regarding their own bodies when a touch doesn't seem right. They should learn that 
certain parts of their bodies are private. 

 
10. I can help break the cycle of violence.  True  

We can help them, and help break the cycle of violence, if we can learn to recognize, 
report, and prevent child abuse. As teachers, medical practitioners, and other 
professionals who work with children, but also as parents and concerned citizens, we 
have daily opportunities to fulfill a fundamental human and societal responsibility: to 
protect our children. 

 
 


